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CLAUDIA HÜRTGEN COMPLETES ABT CUPRA XE 
DRIVER LINE-UP

10 December 2020, London: Extreme E, the new electric off-road racing series, today welcomes female German driver Claudia Hürtgen to the championship, who joins Mattias Ekström to complete the ABT CUPRA XE driver pairing. 

With successes in various touring car and sports car championships, several endurance races and other events under her belt, Hürtgen is amongst Europe’s most successful female racing drivers. Notably, in 2005 she won the VLN Endurance Championship, making her the first female to do so since 1998. 

Along with her Swedish teammate, Hürtgen has already completed her first Extreme E shake down, familiarising herself with the 400-kW all-electric SUV - which the team has named e-CUPRA ABT XE1 - ahead of next weeks pre-season test with all other teams in Spain, before the car will be loaded onto the championship’s floating centrepiece, the St. Helena, at the beginning of January.

Alejandro Agag, Founder and CEO at Extreme E, said: “It is fantastic to have yet another top-class female driver join Extreme E. Claudia brings with her a wealth of experience in motor racing, and while she more used to sports car racing, I’m sure her skills will transfer off-road, particularly with the support of her team mate Mattias.”

Claudia Hürtgen, ABT CUPRA XE driver said: “Even after 25 years in motorsport Extreme E is an all-new and exciting challenge for me that I’m very much looking forward to. What makes this competition special among other things is the fact that this is an all-new adventure for all entrants that we’re jointly embarking on.” 

Speaking about the recent shake down, Hürtgen went on to say: “I learn something new on every kilometre and try to handle each corner with greater perfection. Needless to say, it’s great to have such an experienced and open-minded team mate in Mattias who superbly supports me in this effort.” 

ABT CEO Thomas Biermaier added: “We met Claudia for the first time at a small shoot-out with several female candidates this summer and were soon convinced that she’d be the right choice – not only because of her strong performance in the cockpit, but also due to her professional cooperation, her precise feedback to our engineers and her overall demeanour. Claudia is simply a good fit for us.”

Mattias Ekström, two-time DTM Champion, World Rallycross Champion, CUPRA ambassador and ABT CUPRA XE driver said: “Claudia and I have occasionally crossed paths with in recent years, we know each other and get along well. It didn’t take long for her to impress the entire team and me as well. Claudia is an extremely quick learner and immediately adjusts to all requirements. Given that she’s joining us with just little experience in off-road racing, that’s even more impressive.” 

Following the joint pre-season test, at which ABT CUPRA XE will be meeting with its international competitors for the first time, the car will be prepared in Kempten, Germany, ready to be loaded onto the St. Helena, ahead of its departure for the Arabian Peninsula, and the first race on 20th and 21st March held in AlUla, Saudi Arabia.

To learn more about Extreme E, visit - www.Extreme-E.com
ENDS

For more information on Extreme E, please contact:

Extreme E Communications:
Julia Fry, Head of Communications  			
E: media@extreme-e.com / +44 7778 108754

Carla Corbet, MPA Creative		
E: carla.corbet@mpacreative.com / +44 7944 077440

Please visit the Extreme E media centre to access images, videos and press releases: https://www.extreme-e.com/en/mediacentre 

NOTES TO EDITORS
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]About Extreme E: 
Extreme E is a radical new racing series, which will see electric SUVs competing in extreme environments around the world which have already been damaged or affected by climate and environmental issues. The five-race global voyage highlights the impact of climate change and human interference in some of the world’s most remote locations and promotes the adoption of electric vehicles in the quest for a lower carbon future for the planet.  

To minimise local impact, Extreme E races will not be open to spectators, with fans instead invited to follow the action through live TV broadcast, and on social media. 

The St. Helena, a former passenger cargo ship, has undergone a multi-million Euro refit to minimise emissions and transform her into Extreme E’s operations hub. The ship will be used to transport the championship’s freight and infrastructure, including vehicles, to the nearest port, minimising Extreme E’s footprint, as well as being used to facilitate scientific research through its on-board laboratory.

Extreme E is also pioneering hydrogen fuel cell technology which will enable its race fleet to be charged using zero emission energy. This innovative solution from AFC Energy uses water and sun to generate hydrogen power. Not only will this process emit no greenhouse emissions, its only by-product will be water, which will be utilised elsewhere on-site. 

Season 1 Calendar: 

Desert X Prix: AlUla, Saudi Arabia
20-21 March 2021
Ocean X Prix: Lac Rose, Senegal 
29-30 May 2021
Arctic X Prix: Kangerlussuaq, Greenland 
28-29 August 2021
Amazon X Prix: Para, Brazil 
23-24 October 2021
Glacier X Prix: Patagonia, Argentina  
11-12 December 2021

About Continental Tyres: Founding Partner and Official Tyre Partner 
Continental develops pioneering technologies and services for sustainable and connected mobility of people and their goods. Founded in 1871, the technology company offers safe, efficient, intelligent, and affordable solutions for vehicles, machines, traffic and transportation. In 2019, Continental generated sales of €44.5 billion and currently employs more than 230,000 people in 59 countries and markets.
 
The Tyres business area has 24 production and development locations worldwide. Continental is one of the leading tyre manufacturers with more than 56,000 employees and posted sales of €11.7 billion in 2019 in this business area. Continental ranks among the technology leaders in tyre production and offers a broad product range for passenger cars, commercial and special-purpose vehicles as well as two-wheelers. Through continuous investment in research and development, Continental makes a major contribution to safe, cost-effective and ecologically efficient mobility. The portfolio of the Tyres business area includes services for the tyre trade and fleet applications, as well as digital management systems for tyres.

About CBMM: Founding Supplier
CBMM is the world leading supplier of niobium products and technology. Headquartered in Brazil, with offices and subsidiaries in China, Netherlands, Singapore, Switzerland and the United States. CBMM offers technical innovation to customers around the globe through a team of over 2,000 highly trained, dedicated professionals providing cutting-edge niobium products and technology to over 300 customers in 50 countries.
About LuisaViaRoma:
Established in 1929, LuisaViaRoma has been an online luxury destination since 1999. In 2019, LuisaViaRoma celebrated the company’s 90th anniversary, as well as the 20th anniversary of its online business.

Founding Partner and Official Tyre Partner:
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Founding Supplier:
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Official Fashion Partner:
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